
 

 
 

 
 

MATTHEW--A Look at the man 
 

 

 

Do you notice any differences in these three accounts? 
 Matt. 9:9--As Jesus went on from there, He saw a man called Matthew, sitting in the tax 

collector’s booth: and He said to him, ‘“Follow me!” And he got up and followed Him. 

 

Mark 2:14--As He passed by, He saw Levi the son of Alphaeus sitting in the tax booth, and He 

said to him, “Follow Me!”  And he got up and followed Him. 

 

Luke 5:27, 28--After that He went out and noticed a tax collector named Levi sitting in the tax 

booth, and He said to him, “Follow me.” And he left everything behind, and got up and began to 

follow Him. 

 

Some things about Levites and tax collectors: 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Note the differences in the Matthew, Mark and Luke telling of what happened next. 

Matthew 9:10-13-- Then it happened that as Jesus was reclining at the table in the house, behold, 

many tax collectors and sinners came and were dining with Jesus and His disciples. When the 

Pharisees saw this, they said to His disciples, 
“
Why is your Teacher eating with the tax collectors 

and sinners?" But when Jesus heard this, He said, "It is not
 
those who are healthy who need a 

physician, but those who are sick.”But go and learn what this means: 'I DESIRE COMPASSION, 

AND NOT SACRIFICE,' for I did not come to call the righteous, but sinners."  

Mark 2:15-17—And it happened that He was reclining at the table in his house, and many tax 

collectors and sinners were dining with Jesus and His disciples; for there were many of them, and 

they were following Him. When the scribes of the Pharisees saw that He was eating with the 

sinners and tax collectors, they said to His disciples, "Why is He eating and drinking with tax 

collectors and sinners?" And hearing this, Jesus said to them, "It is not those who are healthy who 

need a physician, but those who are sick; I did not come to call the righteous, but sinners."  

Luke 5:29-32-- And Levi gave a big reception for Him in his house; and there was a great crowd 

of 
(
tax collectors and other people who were reclining at the table with them. The Pharisees and 

their scribes began grumbling at His disciples, saying, "Why do you eat and drink with the tax 

collectors and sinners?" And Jesus answered and said to them, "It is not those who are well who 

need a physician, but those who are sick. I have not come to call the righteous but sinners to 

repentance."  

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 
 

Note the differences in Matthew’s telling of another event:   
Matthew 12:1-7-- At that time Jesus went through the grain fields on the Sabbath, and His 

disciples became hungry and began to pick the heads of grain and eat. But when the Pharisees 

saw this, they said to Him, "Look, Your disciples do what is not lawful to do on a Sabbath." But 

He said to them, "Have you not read what David did when he became hungry, he and his 

companions, how he entered the house of God, and they ate the consecrated bread, which was not 

lawful for him to eat nor for those with him, but for the priests alone? "Or have you not read in 

the Law, that on the Sabbath the priests in the temple break the Sabbath and are innocent? "But I 

say to you that something greater than the temple is here.”But if you had known what this means, 

'I DESIRE COMPASSION, AND NOT A SACRIFICE,' you would not have condemned the 

innocent. 

 

Mark 2:23-28-- And it happened that He was passing through the grainfields on the Sabbath, and 

His disciples began to make their way along while picking the heads of grain. The Pharisees were 

saying to Him, "Look, why are they doing what is not lawful on the Sabbath?" And He said to 

them, "Have you never read what David did when he was in need and he and his companions 

became hungry; how he entered the house of God in the time of Abiathar the high priest, and ate 

the consecrated bread, which is not lawful for anyone to eat except the priests, and he also gave it 

to those who were with him?" Jesus said to them, "The Sabbath was made for man, and not man 

for the Sabbath. "So the Son of Man is Lord even of the Sabbath."  

 

Luke 6:1-5--Now it happened that He was passing through some grain fields on a Sabbath; and 

His disciples were picking the heads of grain, rubbing them in their hands, and eating the grain. 

But some of the Pharisees said, "Why do you do what is not lawful on the Sabbath?" And Jesus 

answering them said, "Have you not even read what David did when he was hungry, he and those 

who were with him, how he entered the house of God, and took and ate the consecrated bread 

which is not lawful for any to eat except the priests alone, and gave it to his companions?" And 

He was saying to them, "The Son of Man is Lord of the Sabbath." 

 

From this comparison of lists, what do you see?     

Matthew 10:2-4--Now the names of the twelve apostles are these: …and Matthew the tax 

collector; ….  

Mark 3:14-18--And He appointed twelve … and Matthew…  

Luke 6:13-16-- And when day came, He called His disciples to Him and chose twelve of them, 

whom He also named as apostles: …and Matthew …. 

From these accounts can we make any conclusions about Matthew? 

 

Are there any lessons that we might need to learn from this man Matthew? 
1 Tim. 1:15-16(Note: 1 Cor. 15:9-10, Eph. 3:8) 

 

 

I wonder if Matthew had any influence upon the events in Luke 19:1-10. 
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